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n  Homas  Sydenham  was  born  in  the  Year 
.  if) 2 4,  at  IVhiford  Eagle  in  Dor [et fire, 
where  his  Father  William  Sydenham  Efq; 
had  a  large  Fortune.  Under  whofe  Care 
he  was  educated,  or  in  what  Manner  he 
pafFed  his  Childhood,  whether  he  made  A\ 
any  early  Dilcoverics  of  a  Genius  peculi¬ 
arly  adapted  ro  the  Study  of  Nature,  or 
gave  any  Prefages  of  his  future  Eminence 
in  Medicine,  no  Information  is  to  be  ob¬ 
tained.,  We  mult  therefore  reprefs  that 
Curiofity  which  would  naturally  incline 
us  to  watch  the  firft  Attempts  of  fo  vigo¬ 
rous  a  Mind,to  perfueitih its  chiidifh  En-  B 
qujrie?,  and  fee  it  llruggling  with  rn flick 
Prejudices,  breaking  on  trifling  Occafiona 
the  Shackles  of  Credulity,  and  giving 
|  Proofs  in  its  cafual  Excursions,  that  it  was 
formed  to  fhakc  off  the  Yoke  of  Prefcrip- 
tion,  and  difpel  the  Phantoms  of  Hypo¬ 
thecs, 

That  the  Strength  of  Sydenham'*  Un-  ^ 
demanding,  the  Accuracy  of  his'Difcern- 
ntent,  and  Avdour  of  his,  Curiofity  might 
have  been  remarked  from  his  Infancy  by 
a  diligent  Obferver,  there  is  no  Reafon 
to  doubt. ,  For  there  is  no  Inftance  of  any 
Man  whofe  Hiftory  has  been  minutely  re: 
Jated,  that  did  not  in  every  Part  of  Life  n 
difcover  the  fame  Proportion  of  intellectu¬ 
al.  Vigour;  but  it  has  been  the  Lot  of  the 
greateft  Part  of  thole  who  have  excelled  in 
Science,  to  be  known  only  by  their  own 
Writings,  and  to  have  left  behind  them  no 
Remembrance  of  their  domeftick  Life,  or 
private  Tranfadion?,  or  only  fuch  Memo¬ 
rials  of  particular  Plages  as  are  on  cer-  E 
tain  Occafions,  necefla.riiy  recorded  in  pub- 
lick  Regiflem. 

From  thefe  it  is  difcovered,  that  at  the 
Age  of  Eighteen,  in  1642.,  he  commenced 
a  Commoner  of  Magdalen-Had  in  Oxford , 
where  it  is  not  probable  that  he  continued 
long;  for  he  informs  us  himfelf, that  he 
was  with-held  from  the  Univerfity  by  the  F 
Commencement  of  the  War ;  nor  is  it 
known  in  what  State  of  Life  he  engaged, 
or  where  he  relided  during  that  long  Se¬ 
ries  ofpublick  Commotion.  It  is  indeed 
reported,  that  he  had  aCommifiion  in  the 
King’s  Army,  but  no  particular  Account 
is  given  of  his  military  Conduct  5  nor  are 
we  told  what  Rank  he  obtained  when  he  ^ 
entered  into  the  Army,  or  when,  or  on 
vvhat  Occafion  he  retired  from  ir. 

It  is,  however,  certain,  that  if  ever  he 
took  upon  him  the  Profeffionof  Arms,  he 
fpent  but  few  Years  in  the  Camp  j  for  in 
1648  he  obtained  at  Oxford  t he  Degree  of 
Batchelor  of  Phyfick,  for  which,  as  fome  H 
medicinal  Knowledge  is  neceffary,  it  may 
be  imagined  that  he  fpent  Time  in  qua¬ 
lifying  himfelf,  - 


His  Application  to  the  Study  of  Phyficft 
was,  as  he  himfelf  relates,  produced  by  an 
accidental  Acquaintance,  with  Dr  Cox,  a 
Phylician  eminent  at  that  Time  in  London, 
who  in  fome  Sickncfs  preferibed  to  his 
Brother,  and  attending  him  frequently  on 
that  Occalion,  enquired  of  him  whatPro- 
feffion  he  defigneci  to  follow.  The  y.  ung 
Man  anfwering  that  he  was  undetermi¬ 
ned,  the  Dcdor  recommended  Phylic  to 
him,  on  what  Account,  or  with  what  Ar¬ 
guments,  it  is  not  related;  but  his  Per- 
fualions  were  fo  effcdual,  that  Sydenham 
determined  to  follow  his  Advice,  and  re¬ 
tir’d  to  Oxford  for  Leifure  and  Opportu¬ 
nity  to  perfue  his  Studies. 

It  is  evident  that  this  Converfation  muff 
have  happened  before  his  Promotion  to  a- 
ny  Degree  in  Phyfic,  becaufe  he  himfelf 
fixes  it  in  the  Interval  of  his  Abfence  from 
the  Univerfity,  a  Circumftance  which 
will  enable  11s  to  confute  many  falfe  Re¬ 
ports  relating  to  Dr  Syainham ,  which  have 
been  confidently  inculcated,  and  implicit¬ 
ly  believed. 

It  is  the  general  Opinion,  that  he  was 
made  a  Phyfician  by  Accident  and  Necef- 
fity,  and  S  r  Richard  Rlackmore  reports  in 
plain  Terms,  [Preface  to  his  Treatije  on  the 
Smad-Pex]  that  he  engaged  in  Pradice 
without  any  preparatory  Study,  or  previ¬ 
ous  Knowledge,  of  the  medicinal  Sciences; 
and  affirms,  that  when  he  was  confuited 
by  him  what  Books  he  Hiould  read  to  qua¬ 
lify  him  for  the  fame  Profeflion,  he  recom¬ 
mended  Doji  Quixote. 

That  he  recommended  Den  Quixote  ro 
Blackmon ,  we  are  not  allowed  to  doubt; 
buc  the  Relater  is  hindered  by  that  Self- 
love  which  dazzles  all  Mankind  from  dis¬ 
covering,  chat  he  might  intend  a  Satire 
very  different  from  a  general  Cenfure  of 
all  the  antienc  and  modern  Writers  on  Me¬ 
dicine,  fince  he  might  perhaps  mean  ei¬ 
ther  lerioufly,  or  in  jeft,  to  mfinuate,  that 
Blackmon  wa9  not  adapted  by  Nature  to 
the  Study  of  Phyfic,  and  that,  whether  he 
fhould  read  Cervantes  or  Hippocrates,  he 
would  be  equally  unqualified  ior  Pradice, 
and  equally  unfuccefsful  in  it. 

.  Whatfoever  was  his  Meaning,  nothing 
is  more  evident,  than  that  it  was  a  tranfi- 
ent  Sally  of  an  Inclination  warmed  with 
Gaiety,  or  the  negligent  Effufion  of  a  Mind 
intent  on  fome  other  Employment,  and 
in  Hafte  to  difmifs  a  troublefome  Intru¬ 
der  ;  for  it  is  certain  that  Sydenham  did 
not  think  it impoffible  cowrite  ulefully  on 
Medicine,  becaufe  he  has  himfelf  written 
upon  it ;  and  it  is  not  probable  that  he  car¬ 
ried  his  Vanity  fo  far,  as  to  imagine  that 
no  Man  had  ever  acquired  the  fame  Qua¬ 
lifications  be  fid  v  s  himfelf  He  could  not 

but 


Kill 
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|>^t  know  that  he  rather  reftored  than  in-  flcian  of  the  Agq  arrived  at  fo  high  a  De- 
ventcd  motVof  his  Principles,  and  there-  grec  of  Skill,  without  any  Affi&ance  from 
fore  could  not  but  acknowledge  the  Value  ids  Predeceflbi  s  ;  and  that  a  Man,  eminent 
of  thole  Writers  whole  Dodlrines  he  adopt-  for  Integrity,pra£tifedMedicine  by  chance, 
ed  and  enforced!.  -  and  grew  wife  only  by  Murder,  is  not  to 
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That  he  engaged  in  the  Pradtice  ofJ 
Phyfic  without  anv  Acquaintance  with  the 
Theory,  or  Knowledge  of  the  Opinions 
ct  Precepts  of  for  meV  Writers,  is  undoubt¬ 
edly  falfe;  for  he  declares,  that  after  he 
Had,  in  perfuinc.e  of  his  Converfaticn  with 
Dr  Cox,  determined  upon  the  Profelfion 


be  cohfidered  without  Aftonifhmenr. 

But  if  it  be  on  the  other  Part  remeffr- 
bred,  how  much  this  Opinion  favours  the 
Lazinefs  of  feme,  and  the  Pride  of  others; 
how  readily  fome  Men  confide  in  natural 
Sagacity,  and  how  willingly  mod  would 
fpsre  themfeives  the  Labour  of  accurate 
ofPhyfiek,  be  applied  himjelf  in  earned  B  Reading  and  tedious  Enquiry,  it  will  be 


eafily  difeovered  how  much  the  Interefi 
of  Multitudes  was  engaged  in  the  Pro¬ 
duction  and  Continuance  of  this  Opinion, 
and  how  cheaply  thofe  of  whom  it  was 
known,  that  they  pradliled  Phyfic  before 
they  fludied  it,  might  fatisfy  themfeives 
and  others  with  the  Example  of  the  illu- 
^  ftrious  Sydenham. 

It  is  therefore  in  an  uncommon  Degree 
nfeful  to  publifh  a  true  Account  of  this 
memorable  Man,  that  Pride,  Temerity, 
and  Idlenefs  may  be  deprived  of  that  Pa¬ 
tronage  which  they  have  enjoyed  too 
long;  that  Life  may  be  iecurea  from  the 
dangerous  Experiments  of  the  Ignorant 
and  Prefumptious  ;  and  that  thofe  who 
fhall  hereafter  a  flume  the  important  Pro¬ 
vince  of  fliperirtending  the  Health  of  o- 
thers,  may  learn  from  this  great  Mailer 
of  the  Art,  that  the  only  Means  of  arri¬ 
ving  at  Eminence  and  Succefsare  Labour 
and  Study. 

From  thefe  falfe  Reports  it  is  probable 
that  another  arofe,  to  which,  though  it 
cannot  be  with  equal  certainty  confuted, 
it  does  not  appear  chat  entire  Credit  ought 
to  be  given.  The  Acquifition  of  a  Latin 
Stile  did  not  feem  confident  with  the  Man¬ 
ner  of  Life  imputed  to  him ;  nor  was  it 
probable,  that  he  who  had  fo  diligently 
cultivated  the  ornamental  Parts  of  general 
Literature,  'would  have  negleCfed  the  eR 
fentlal  Studies  of  his  own.  Profefiipn. 
Thofe  therefore  who  were  determined,  at 
Whatever  Price,  to  retain  him  in  their 
own  Party,  and  reprefent  him  equally  ig- 
nbrant  and  daring  with  tbemfelves,  denied 
him  the  Credit  of  writing  his  own  Works 
in  t  he  Language  in  which  they  were  pub- 
lifhed,  and  afierted,  but  without  Proof, 
that  they  were  compofed  by  him  in  3|W« 
lifh  and  traflated  into  Latin  by  Dr  Maple* 
toft.  . 

Whether  Dr  Mapkioft  lived  and  was  fa¬ 
miliar  wiSh  him  during  the  whole  Time  in 


to  it,  and  fpmt  fevcr'al  Tears  in  the  Uni- 
<verfity,  {Viquot  annes  in  academica  pa  ire - 
dr'a,  j  teiore  he  began  to  pradife  in  Lon¬ 
don. :  \ 

Nor  was  he  fatisfied  wirh- the  Opportu¬ 
nities  of  Knowledge  which  Oxford  affor¬ 
ded,  hut  travelled  to  Montpellier,  as  Default 
relate?,  {pijfertation  on  Confmipticns]  in 
cjueft  of  farther  Information;  Montpellier 
being  at  that  Time  the  mo  ft  celebrated 
School  ofPhyfiek :  So  far  was  Sydenham 
from  any  Contempt  of  academical  Infti- 
turion?,  and  fo  far  from  thinking  it  rea- 
fonable  to  learn  Phyfick  by  Experiments 
alone,  which  mutt  necefiarily  be  made  D 
at  the  Hazard  of  Life. 

What  can  be  demanded  beyond  this  by 
the  mod  zealous  Advocate  for  regular  E- 
diication?  What  can  be  expelled  from 
the  mod  cautious  and  mod  induftrious 
Student,  than  that  he  fhould  dedicate  fe¬ 
deral  Tears  to  the  Rudiments  of  his  Art, 
and  travel  for  further  Inftiuctions  from 
one  Uni-verfity  to  another? 

It  is  likewife  a  common  Opinion,  that 
Sydenham  was  ^  thirty  Years  old  before,  he 
formed  his  Refolurion  of  dttdyiog  Phyfic, 
for  which  I  can  difeover  no  other  Founda¬ 
tion  than  one  Exoreffion  in  his  Dedication 
to  Dr Mapletoft,  which  Teems  to  havegi-  p 
yen  rife  to  it  by  a  grofs  Mifinterpretstion; 
for  he  only  cbierves,  that  from  his  Con* 

Yerfation  with  Dr  Cotft o  the  Publication 
of  thatTreatife  thirty  Tears  had  interve red. 

Whatever  may  have  produced  this  No¬ 
tion,  or  how  long  fbever  it  may  have  pre¬ 
vailed,  it  is  now  proved  beyond  Centro- 
verfy  to  be  falfe,  fince  it  appears  that  Sy-  G 
denham  having  been  for  feme  Time' sbfent 
from  the  Unlverfity,  returned  to  it  in  or¬ 
der  to  perfue  his  phyfical  Enquiries  before 
he.,  was  twenty  four  Years  old;  for  id  1648 
he  was  admitted  to  the  Degree  of  Batche¬ 
lor  of  Phyfic.. 

That  fitch  Reports  fhould  be  confident- 
iy  fpread,  even  anvmg  t.bq  Cbteniporaiies  H 

of  the  Author  to  ^ 

obtain  in  a  few  Terns  fucii ..  fired  it  .as  to  printed  at  Periods  confiderably  diftanc 

rcqiihe  a  tegular  ConiPtaT  n ;  'that  it  from ‘each  ether,  we  have  bad  nc  Oppof- 
fnoukl  belmagihed  that,  the  greateli  Pliy-  tuiilty  of  enquiring,  and  therefore  cannot 

tie*' 


the  L  7FE  of  Dr  SYDENHAM. 

'  J^rioHttiate  ;the  Faifliood  of 'this  Report : 
ilutffk  be  confidered  howf  unlikely  it  is 
that -any  Man  fhould  engage  in  a  Work  fo 
laborious  and  ib  liccle  neceffary,  only  to 
advance  -the  Reputation  of  another,  or- 
that,  he  fliould  have  Leifiire  to  continue 
the  fame  Office  upon  all  following  Occafi- 
onsy  f-f  ftbe  remembfedhow  feldom  fuCh 
literary  Combinations  are  formed,  and 
how  foon  they  are.  for  the  ^reared  Part 
diflolved,  there  will  appear  no  Reafonfor 
pot  allowing  Dr  Sydenham  tire  Laurel  of 
Eloquence  as  well  as  Phyfick.  * 
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It  is  ofi&rvable,  -that  h  ,  ,  . . 

grl,  publilhed -after  his  Death,  .difcovers  a- 
lone  Mere  Skill  in  the. Lectin  Language 
than  is  commonly  afcribed  to  him  j  and  it 
Xurely  will  not  be  fulpeded,  that  the  Of¬ 
ficio  u  fiefs  of  his  Friends  was  continued 
after  his  Death,  or  that  he  procured  the 


brighter  Lufi.re  of  his  Abilities,  or  his  Im¬ 
provements  ^of  his  Science,  and  his  Con¬ 
tempt  of  pernicious  Methods’*  fupported 
only  by  Authority  in  Oppofition  to  found 
Reafon  and  indubitable  Experience.  Tbefe 
A  Men  are  indebted  to  him  for  concealing 
their  Names,  when  he  records  their  Ma¬ 
lice,  iince  they  have  thereby  efcaped  the 
Contempt  and  Peteftation  of  Pofterity. 

It  is  a  melancholy  Refledion,  that  they 
who  have  obtained  the  higheft  Reputad- 
;  on,  by  prefer ving  or  reft  o  ring  the  Heilih 
i3  of  others,  have  often  been '  hurried  av.  ay 
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'pc'ejfus  Inte-  .before  the  natural. Decline  of  Life/>r  have 

■  i - *  pafied  many  of  their  Years  under  the  Toy- 

ments  of  thofe  Diftempers,  which  they 
profels  to  relieve.  In  this  Number  was 
Sydenham ,  whofe  Health  began  to  fail  in 
the  J2d  Year  of  his  Age,  by  thefiequeat 
Attacks  cf  the  Gout,  to  which  he  was 


.  B^ofc  to  beiranflated  only  that  by  leaving  C  fubjed  for  a  great  Part  of.  his  Life,  and 
■  it.  beiiind  him,  he  might  feegre  his  Claim  which  was  afterwards  accompanied  with 


to  his  other  Writings. 

It  is  sfterted  by  Sir  Mans  Sloane,  that  Dr 
Sydenham,  with  whom -he  was  familiarly 
acquainted,  was  particularly  verfedin  the 
Writings  of  the  great  Roman  Orator  and 
Pffliof  ipher;  and  there  is  evidently  fuch  ^ 
a  Luxiji  i,ance  in  his  Stile,  as  may  dlfcover  ^ 
,j§ie  Author  which  gave  him  moft  Pleafure, 
and  mold  engaged  his  Imitation. 

About  the  fame  Time  that  he  became 
Batchelor  of  Phy fie,  he  obtained  by  the 
Intereft  of  a  Relation,  a  FellowBiip  of  All 
Sods  College,  having  fubmitted  by  the 


the  Stone  in  the  Kidneys,  and,  its  natural 
Confluence,  Blcody-Urine. 

Thefe  were  Diftempers  which  even  tfie 
Art  of  Sydenham  could  only  palliate,  with¬ 
out  Hope  of  a  perfed  Cure*  but  which, 
if  he  has  not  been  able  by  his  Preceps  to 
inftrud  us  to  remove,  he  has,  at  leaf!,  by 
his  Example,  taught  us  to  bear ;  for  he 
never  bet  ray  *d  any  indecent  Impatience, 
or  unmanly  Dejedion,  under  his  Torments, 
butfupported  himfeif  by  the  Refledion  s 
of  Pbilofophy,  and  the  Confolations  of 
Religion,  and  in  every  Interval  of  Eafe, 


Subfcription  required  to  the  Authority  of  £  applied  himfeif  to  the  Affiftance  ef  others 


the  Vjfttofs  appointed  by  the  ParlLmenr, 

-  upon  what  Principles,  or  how  confidently 
with  his  former  Condud,it  is  now  impof- 
fible  to  difcpver., 

When  he  thought  himfeif  qualified  for 
Pradice,  he  fixed  his  Refidence  in  Wed- 
mnfler ,  became  Dr  of  Phyfic  at  Cambridge , 
received  a  Licence  from  the  College  ofF 
Phyficians,  and  lived  in  the  firft  Degree 
of  Replication,  and  the  greateft  Affluence 
of  Pradice,  for  many  Years,  without  any 
other  Enemies  than  thofe  which  he  raifed 
by  the  fuperior  Merit  of  his  Condud,  the 

*  Since  the  foregoing  was  written  we  have  q 
feen  Mr  Ward's  Lives  of  the  Profeflbrs  of  Gre- 
Jham  College  $  who  in  the  Life  of  Dr  Mapletoft 
fays,  that  in  1676,  Dr  Sfflfatbdm  pdbjifhsd  his 
Obfervationes  medica  circa  morborum  acutorum  h?  fi¬ 
eri  am  ci?  curationem,  which  he  dedicated  to  Dr 
Mapletoft,  who  at  the  Defire  of  the  Author  had 
transited  them  into  Latin  ;  and  that  the  other 
Pieces  of  that  excellent  Phyfician  werd  tranflated 
into  that*  Language  by  Mr  Gilbert  Havers  of  Tri  -  H 
rdty  College  Cambridge .  a  Student  in  Phyfick  and 
Friend  of  Dr  Mapletoft .  But  as  Mr  TV 3rd,  like 
others,  neglefts  to  bring  any  Prbof  of  his  After- 
tion,  the  Quefiion  cannot  fairly  be  decided  by 
his  Authority, 


with  his  ufiial  -Affiduicy. 

After  a  Life  thus  ufefully  employed,  he 
died  at  his  Houfe  in  Pall-mall ,  on  the  29th 
o  Dec .  1689,  and  was  buried  in  the  Ifle, 
near  the  South  Door,  of  the  Church  of 
St  James’s  in  IVeflminjler. 

What  was  his  Charader,  as  a  Phyfician, 
appears  from  the  Treatifes  which  ]he  has 
left,  which  it  is  not  necefiary  to  epitomife 
or  transcribe ;  and  from  them  it  may  like- 
wife  be  colie ded,  that  his  Skill  in  Phyfic 
was  not  his  higheft  Excellence  j  that  his 
whole  Charader  was  amiable ;  that  his 
chief  View  was  the  Benefit  of  Mankind, 
and  the  chief  Motive  of  his  Adions  the 
Will  of  God,  whom  he  mentions  with  Re¬ 
verence,  well  becoming  the  moft  enlight- 
ned  and  moft  penetrating  Mind.  He  was 
benevolent,  candid,  and  communicative, 
fincere  and  religious ;  Qualities,  which  it 
were,  happy  if  they  could  copy  from  him, 
who  emulate  his  Knowledge,  and  imitate 
his  Methods. 

N.  B.  The  above  Account  of  Dr  Sydenham 
is  prefixrd  to  the  New  Tran/lation  of  Ins 
Works,  by  John  Swan,  M.  D,  of  New- 
caftle  in  Staffordlhir  L 
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SIR, 

The  World  having  been  pulin' d  ‘with  Relations  and 
pompous  Advert  if  ements,  of  a  new  Cure  for 
the  Gout,  I  dig  leave  to  lay  before  it  an  Ex¬ 
tract  from  the  medicinal  Ditiionary,  written  by 
R.  James.  M,  j 0.  on- that  occajion.  . 

Touts,  &c.  J,  B.  A 

r  Ntimony  has  in  all  times,  fince  its  Medicinal 
.  Virtues  were  fir  ft  difcover’d,  afforded  the 
Empirics  their  mod  boafted  Secrets,  as  may  be 

•  known  by  the  Inegularity  of  their  Operations  ; 
for  Antimonial  Remedies  have  this  fingular  Pro¬ 
perty,  that  they  will  fometimes  operate  with 
great  Violence  j  and  fometimes  even  in  the  fame 
Dofe,  and  fame  Perfon,  without  any  apparent 
Alteration  of  Circumftances,  fhall  have  no  fen- 
fible  Operation. 

This,  if  there  was  no  other,  is  a  fiifficient  E- 
iddcnce,  that  the  Pill  Mr  Ward  firft  fit  out 
with,  was  Antimonial.  The  fpecific  Preparati¬ 
ons  he  makes  ufe  of,  are  not  very  important, 
fince  there  are  many  different  Sorts  of  them 
made,  by  depriving  this  Mineral  of  a  Part  of  C 
its  Sulphur,  and  laying  the  Reguline  Part  naked,' 
•which  will  have  much  the' fame  Effefts,  in  the 
famefmall  Dufe.  . 

I  fhall  conclude,/^  be,  this  Article  of  Anti- 
Ksxy  with  ah  Acc  -unt  of  a  medicine,  lately  ad- 
ve;  tifed,  for  which  a  Patent  has  been  obtained  ; 
Mr  Hayward's  Powder  for  the  Rheumatifnl  arid 
Gout,  which  promifes  ho  Ms  than  the  Cute. of  .- 
the  laft-mention’d  Qiftemper,  after  it  has  puz¬ 
zled  all  the  Phyikiaus  in  the  World  for  fo.  many 
Centuries.  *  It- ■, feeihs  .therefore  to  be  of  fome 
Importance  to  examine,  how  far  thi3  Remedy. is 
likely  to  anfwer  the  given  of  it  by 

the  Pv-ffons,  concerned  In  point  of  Interefl  to 
pr  ,mote  the  Sale.  ’ 

Mr  Hayaoanfs  Remedy  as.  inrclFd  in  the 
Court  of  Chancery ypnriuant  to  act  oi  Parliament,  .£ 
is  a  Preparation  of  Antimony  and  .'Nitre,  mats  e 

•  by  rubbing  them  together,  till  no  fhining  Parti¬ 
cles  of  the  Antimony  are  apparent.  Of  this 
each  Dofe  for  an  Adult  i?  twenty  rJ  even  Grains.  . 

I  have  before  obferved,  that  KuncteJ  found 
feme  Pveliefin  Pains-  with  which  he *  was  afll idl¬ 
ed,  by  talcing,  «sde  .Antimony  $  his  Troches 
are,,  at  this  Day,  famous  for ’.erratic  Pains,  at  p 
fpahefort  and  % 'Mefmiifp,  and  are'  prepared  of 
crude  Antimony  j  which  join’d  with'  Nitre, 
jnay  fometimes  do  Service  in  flight  Rheumatic 
Cafes,  if  duly  perfiiled  ih.  But  1  am  far  trom 
believing,  that  it  is  poiiible  to  eftre  any  Degree 
of  the  Gout  bv  filch  a  Remedy. 

Wth  refpeift  to  Patents  for-  Medicines  in  ge¬ 
neral,  it  is  not  very  eafy  to  come  at  a  Knowledge 
of  'the' real  Efficacy  of  fuch  medicines;  for,  it  ^ 
jsxio.t  always  peitajn,. that  the  Gafts  publifKed  by 
the  proprietors,  ape  literally  triie  5n  iifhry  Cir- 
’  tusnfiaRc?.’;  of;  tho’  they  are,  we  only  hear  pf 

•  filch  ps  were  atfeheied  with  SuCcefs,  whereas'a 
thoufand  .Gafts,  ip  which  f  Remedy  had  no  good 

•T-ftlM.  may  be  funprefUui. 

There  are,  however,  People  enough  in  the^ 
"Wdrld  of  more  Faith  than  Underfianding,  to  rR 
itjnks  i±  worth  the, while  of  defigning  Men,  to 
vend,. far  Sec.ftts.  t  hb‘  nipft  common  Preparations 
©fi  the  Shops',  bccaufe  thsir  Prices  ^rehfualfy  ve- 


If  the  Price  of , this  Remedy  is  not  more  ex¬ 
travagant  than  thofe  of  otherNoftrums ;  we  may 
judge  of  the  reft  by  this.  Crude  Antimony  is 
Four  Pence  a  Pound,  and  never  above  Six-pence, 
bought  in  Quantities.  Nitre  is,  about  one  Shil¬ 
ling  a  Pound,  tho’  feldom  fo  much.  Suppofing 
then  a  Pound  of  each:  to  be  fold  at-five  Shillings, 
for  every  twenty,  feven  Grains,  the  whole  two  j 
Pounds  will  fell  for  142/.  and  fome  little  more,  e- 
nough  to  pay  for  the  Ingredients.  ‘  f. 

PROPOSALS  for  Printing ;  by  Suhfcrip -  ! 

tion ,  the  Two  ftp  Volumes  of  ! 

BIBLIOTHECA  HJBiEIANA : 

Or,  a  Ca  t  a  logu  e,  of  the  Lor  a  ry  of  the 
Late  E  A  R  L  of  0  X  F  0  R  D. 
Purcbafed  by  <  THOMAS  .0  $  BORNE,  Book- 
se  l  ler1/?;  Gray’s- Inn.  •  . 

CO  N  D  ITION  S. 

Each  Volume  wijl  contain  .Thirty  .Sheets,  at 
lead:,  in  Svo,  on  a  fine  Paper-,  and  new  Letter. 
The  Price,' to  Subfcribers,  will  be  Ten  Shillings  $ 
Half  to  be  paid  at  the  Time  of  Sub:cribing, 
and  the  reft  at  the  Delivery  of -the  Two  Vo¬ 
lumes.  •  '  -  -  w  tv*  ‘A  « 

The  Two  Volumeshvill  be  delivered!  feme  Time 
in  February  next.!  ,  y. 

The  early  Meeting  of  the  Parlhment-hasmade 
it  necejiary  to  haften  .the  Sale,.,  which  may 
therefore -now'  be  pxp^dbed  (bones;  than  thepay  . 
appointed  in  the  former  Advert!  femenrs;  .the 
exadfc  Time  cannot  be  fixed j  the  Publick,  how¬ 
ever,  cannot  doubt  bqt  the  Inter  eft  of  the. Pro¬ 
prietor  will  engage  him  fo  give  timely  Notice. 

It  is  humbly  hoped  that  this  Alteration  of  the 
•  Scheme  will  be  eafiiyexcufed,  on  Account  of 
that  Fiudluatiou.  of  publick  Affairs*,  which .. 
has  produced  mftch  greater  Changes  in  Coun- 
fels  of  much  mope- • 'Importance. 

N.  B.  It  is  intended,  that  the  whole  Catalogue  fna& 
not  exceed  four  Volumes  in  Ociavo, 

An  A  C  COUNT  of  the  . 

.  II  AIR  LEI  A  N  L  I  B  R  A  R  V. 

TO  folicit  a  ScsscaiPTioN  for  a  Cats-  • 
logue  of  Books  expofed  to  Sale,  is  an  At¬ 
tempt  for  which  fome  Apology  cannot  but  be  tie- 
deftary,  for  Few  would  willingly  contribute  to 
the  Expence  of  Volumes,  by  which  neither  In-  ’ 
ftr-u£tion  nor  Entertainment  could  be  aftbrded, i 
from  which  only  the  Bookfeller  could  expeft  Ad-  • 
vantage,  ahd  of  which  the  only  Ufemuft  ceafe,  1 
at: the  Difpafiouof  the  Library.  '  '  ,  ' 'I 

Nor  could  the  Rc-afonablenefs  of  an  unlverfal 
Rrjedlioa  of  our  P-ropofal  be  denied,  if  th’a  Ca-'  ' 
talogue  were  to  be  compiled  with  no  other  View, 
than  that  of  promoting  the  Sale_  of  the  Books 
which  it  enumerates,  and  drawn  up  with  that 
Inaccuracy  and -Confufion  which  may  be  found 
in  thofe  that  are  daily  publilhed-  ’  h  '  : 

BuTOurDefign,  like  our  Propofal,  is  un- 
commonj  and-.to  be  profecuted  a£  a  very  uncom- 
m*n  Expence,  it  beipg  inrended.  that  the  Books 
fhall  be  diftributed  into  their  diftindt  ClafTes,  and 
every  Clafs  ranged  with  fbftie  Regard  to  the  Age 
of  the  Writers  ;  that  every  Book  fhall  be  aceu- 
.  rately  def  cribed  5  that  the  Peculiarities  of  Editi¬ 
ons  fhall.  be  remarked*  and  Obfervations  from 


